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“Healthy Message Hits the Streets” 
Boston Globe 

The Community Health Education 
Center (CHEC) is a program in Boston, 
MA that emphasizes good health and 
sensible conduct by taking the message 
to the streets. Outreach workers go out 
into the streets of the city to help 
distribute information and counseling 
to those who may not seek it out 
otherwise. CHEC will soon expand to 
the Lowell and Lawrence areas with 
funding help from the state department 
of health. The program gives urban 
residents advice on such topics as 
housing, teen pregnancy, infant 
mortality, and HIV prevention. The 
emphasis on old-fashioned outreach 
has caught the attention of many in the 
health care business; research will be 
done to determine whether programs 
operating in a similar manner would 
be beneficial in other locations 


“Patients’ HIV Care Preferences Not 
Communicated to Physicians” Reuters 
A survey by Dr. Charles Mouton of 
the University of Texas Health Science 
Center found that of 1,000 HIV positive 
patients interviewed, only 35.8 percent 
had discussed preferences in their 
personal care with their physician. 
Mouton’s study also found that African 
American patients were half as likely to 
have discussed treatment options with 
their physicians, and also half as likely 
to prefer treatment approaches focused 
only on comfort. Patients who were 
college-educated, symptomatic. daily, 
and more functionally impaired were 
seen as more likely to have discussed 
treatment options with their doctors. 
The researchers for the study think the 
results imply that the medical 
community needs to focus more 
attention on the need to further 
understand the differences between 
patients, and to look into ways to 
improve physician/patient 
communication lines. 
“Cuba Quietly Reverses HIV 
Prevention Policy” Reuters 
Condoms and AIDS education 
materials are now being circulated 
around Cuba due to a campaign by the 
international medical group Doctors 
Without Borders. The Cuban 
government has allowed the campaign 
to be conducted after concerns had risen 
about rising tourism causing an increase 
in HIV infection. Formerly, Cuba’s 
policy on HIV prevention was to 
quarantine HIV positive citizens until 
they die. Although Cuban officials 
boast that this procedure had kept HIV 
at the lowest levels in the Caribbean, 
the government realizes it can no longer 
take this approach. Doctors Without 
Borders has made condoms available 
for about one cent apiece and distributed 
HIV prevention information to citizens, 
although they are finding it hard to 
distribute information to Cuban 
prostitutes because prostitution is illegal 
in Cuba. A campaign to heighten 
awareness has also been launched. 
Awareness events include Cuba's most 
popular singer giving concerts dedicated 
to AIDS awareness, as well as medical 


students and promoters wearing saucy T- 
shirts with slogans encouraging condom 
use. 


“U.S. Lawyers Back Needle Programs to 
Fight AIDS” Reuters 

The American Bar Association (ABA), 
the world’s largest legal group, has urged 
an end to legal barriers that prevent the 


implementation of needle-exchange 
programs. On Tuesday, at its annual 
meeting in San Francisco, the ABA’s House 
of Delegates voted 233 to 175 in favor of 
adopting a resolution stating that the group 
“supports the removal of legal barriers to 
the establishment and operation of approved 
needle exchange programs that include a 
component of drug counseling and drug 
treatment referrals.” Proponents of the 
measure noted that needle-exchange 
programs help curb the spread of HIV and 
other bloodborne diseases without 
increasing drug use. Critics pointed out 
that the policy condones illegal drug use 
and question the ABA’s involvement in the 
debate. 


“Could I Have Hepatitis and Not Know 
It?’ Health 

Hepatitis infections are often 
characterized by fatigue, malaise, and 
jaundice. The hepatitis C virus (HCV), 
discovered in 1989, can remain undetected 
in the body for 20 ‘years or more. It is 
estimated that 4 million people are infected 
with HCV, the most common reason for 
liver transplants. Individuals considered at 
risk for contracting HCV include those 
persons who received blood transfusions 
before 1990, who use cocaine or intravenous 
drugs, who have unprotected sex with 
multiple partners, or who have received 
tattoos or acupuncture. The current 
treatment for hepatitis C is a 12-month 
course of synthetic interferon. However, 
this therapy is effective in only 20 to 30 
percent of patients. 


“FDA Warns Consumers Against Internet 
HIV Kits” Newsbytes Online 

The Food and Drug Administration has 
cautioned consumers about the risks of 
buying HIV home testing kits online. The 
agency's Center for Biologics Evaluation 
and Research has posted 
information about which tests are approved 
on the World Wide Web at http:// 
www.fda.gov/cber. Information is also 
available via the FDA's Office of Special 
Issues at (301) 827-4460. Home 
Access Health Corp. claims to sell the only 
approved home test kit for HIV infection. 
In an interview with Newsbytes, Rich 
Quattrocchi, president of Home Access 
Health, noted: “There is a lot of fraud on the 
Internet that preys on people’s fears of HIV 
and AIDS by selling illegal testing kits.” 


“AIDS Cases Rising Steadily Worldwide” 
American Medical News 

New cases of full-blown AIDS are increasing 
by almost 20 percent annually, according to the 
World Health Organization. At the end of 1996, 
some | .64 million people worldwide were reported 
to have AIDS, an 18 percent increase over the 
previous year. The WHO report includes no 
estimates of how many people have died of AIDS 
or of how many people are infected with HIV but 
show no AIDS symptoms. The number of reported 
AIDS cases is estimated to represent only about 
one-fifth of the actual number, with most cases 
going either undiagnosed or unreported. If that 
hypothesis is correct, WHO figures there were 
about 8.4 million cases of AIDS worldwide at the 
end of 1996. 


“With AIDS Treatment, New Hints of Risky 
Sex” Boston Globe 

Researchers at the University of California 
San Francisco recently surveyed 54 gay men 
seeking HIV testing and found that the likelihood 
of risky behavior was rising as reports of improved 
treatments continue to be released. In a letter to 
the New England Journal of Medicine, the 
researchers noted that 26 percent of those surveyed 
were less concerned about becoming infected, 
while 15 percent said they had engaged in 
Larry Kessler of the AIDS 
Action Committee in Boston said that younget 


unprotected sex 


men seem to be defying safer sex advice, and he 
added that officials of AIDS Action Committees 
in several cities had met recently and agreed that 
risk-taking seemed to be more pervasive. Activists 
are planning educational campaigns to point out 
that the drug combinations are expensive, have 


e News & Notes from the 
e HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


side effects, and do not always work. 
“*Y oung Gays: Fear Recedes, Risk Rises” 
Baltimore Sun 

Although awareness of HIV is at an 
all-time high among young gay men, risk 
reduction has become lamentably lax. A 
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and 
Public Health research team 
recently attempted to track the spread of 
HIV men By 
interviewing men at Baltimore's gay night 


among young gay 
spots, the researchers uncovered a number 
of unfortunate trends that point 

to what some predict will be the second 
generation of AIDS. The study, which has 
been underway for about a year, found that 
39 percent of gay men surveyed reported 
having unprotected anal sex within the 
last six months. Furthermore, 7 percent of 
the men who were interviewed tested HIV 
positive. Carefree attitudes are often 
blamed for these “mini epidemics.” which 
may turn out to become much larger ones 
if they continue at their current pace. 
Many attribute the rise in carefree behavior 
toa false perception that new drugs provide 
Also, many of 
today’s young gay men are too young to 


a cure for the disease 
remember the devastation the disease 
caused in the mid 1980s when it emerged 
as a mysterious killer. Some even report 
that they just refuse to acknowledge the 
disease. One individual being tested by 
the Hopkins team commented: “I've been 
wanting to get an AIDS test, but I've been 
afraid of the results.” 
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Extending Canada’s 
National AIDS 
Strategy 


by the Honourable Anne McLellan,M.P. 


Edmonton West 
Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of Canada 


Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s government remains 
committed to taking action on major health threats 
to Canadians. The growing rate of breast cancer, 
the high mortality rate associated with tobacco use, 
and the HIV/AIDS epidemic are three areas we 
have identified as critical health issues and targeted 
for national action. 


My colleague, the Honourable Allan Rock, Minister 


of Health has started to implement the commitment 
we.made in the recent federal election campaign to 
extend the National AIDS Strategy at current 
funding levels for an additional five years. 


An estimated 20,000 Canadians now suffer from 
AIDS, while close to 45,000 Canadians are infected 
with HIV. The bulk of the AIDS epidemic lies 
ahead of us, not behind us; another 10,000 to 
20,000 Canadians are expected to contract AIDS 
by the year 2000. 


In 1993 this government launched Phase II of the 
National AIDS Strategy, providing $40.7 million 
annually for five years to combat the AIDS 
epidemic. This investment — together with the 
efforts of provinces, the medical and research 
community, community organizations, and people 
living with HIV and AIDS — has led to tangible 
progress in research, education, prevention, care 
and treatment. Canada now has an effective 
community support network. Research and fast- 
tracking of drug approvals has led to improved drug 
therapies and new hope for those living with HIV 
and AIDS. 


As the incidence of HIV and AIDS continues to 
increase, however, it is clear that we must continue 
our efforts. Canada’s National AIDS Strategy is a 
call for collective action by government, community 
organizations, the private sector and individuals. 
Accordingly, I call on all Edmontonians to 
participate in the 1997 Edmonton AIDS Walk on 
Sunday, September 28 at the Kinsmen Sports 
Centre. 


For more information about the National AIDS 
Strategy, or any other federal program, please feel 
free to telephone my Constituency Office at 495- 
3122, or write postage free to 12304 - 107 Avenue, 
Edmonton T5M 1Z1. 


t Conservatives 
Use Summer 
Months to 
Target 
Outspoken 
Albertans 


By Pam Barrett MLA 


It appears that in Alberta, wrong-minded policies 
don’t take a holiday. While many Albertans 
escaped during the summer to holiday spots or to 
take in a festival or two, the Conservative 
government continued to aggressively pursue its 
narrow-minded agenda, targeting in particular 
anyone who makes Conservative MLA’s feel 
uncomfortable. 


The case of “Ms. T.” is one that must get them 
squirming quite a bit, considering the trouble they 
are putting themselves through to protect Alberta 
family values from this respected, veteran foster 
mother. The government has prevented her from 
taking any more foster children simply because of 
her sexual orientation. Courageously, Ms. T. has 
decided to challenge their discriminatory policy and 


has launched a court challenge. We wait for a trial 
date. 


The conservatives are showing their narrow- 
mindedness in its most raw and exposed form on 
this issue. Ms. T. is an intelligent, compassionate, 
experienced foster mother with a stellar track 
record of caring for children from troubled homes. 
We need more Ms. T’s helping foster kids in 
Alberta. Shame on this government for putting its 
own pre-historic opinions ahead of the interests of 
children. The New Democrats say congratulations 
to Ms. T for taking on this stupid, bigoted policy 
and offer her our full support in her court 
challenge. 


Ms. T. is not alone in being targeted by this 
government. Recently, two social workers were 
punished for expressing their professional concern 
about the child welfare reforms. One was 
suspended and told he would be fired if he spoke 
again. The other had a letter of reprimand placed 
on her file. As members of a profession and as 
employees of the people of Alberta, these two 
workers have both a right and an obligation to 
speak out on issues affecting the well-being of our 
children. 


Workers attempting to foster constructive debate 
about child welfare are being muzzled by a 
government afraid of differing opinions. The New 
Democrats have pushed hard on this issue and will 
continue to defend the right of workers to speak 
out. 


Yet, if you are a friend of the government, it is a 
very amicable host. Health Resource Group (HRG) 


is a private company hoping to open 
Canada’s first for-profit hospital in Calgary. 
Despite its obvious threat to our universal 
Medicare system, the government is doing 
everything it can to allow them to open. 
Why? Because it benefits their friends and 
cronies. Too bad it is at the expense of the 
rest of us. 


HRG will be fully operational soon, not 
giving Albertans much time to say “no” to 
two-tier health care. The New Democrats 
have made this one of our biggest priorities 
and we will use every tool we have to stop 
the destruction of Medicare. 


September brings the second phase of the 
Klein agenda into picture. The Klein/Percy 
Growth Summit will be held late in the 
month. I expect at this pre-ordained event 
will reveal what the Conservatives plan to 
do with us during the next four years. | am 
sorry to say I do not expect very much of it 
will heip most Albertans. 


That is why I am pleased the Alberta 
Federation of Labour has organized an 
alternative Growth Summit to allow 
Albertans to set our own direction for the 
future. At the alternative summit, unlike the 
Klein/Percy show, issues such as social 


justice, human rights, jobs, environment and — 


democracy will be fréely discussed. 


At times living in Alberta can be rather 
discouraging. We have a government with a 
decidedly nasty streak which can make 
things very difficult for many Albertans. But 
| am encouraged by the courage of Ms. T 
and the two social workers and by the 
determination of many to continue to speak 
out against the wrongness of this 
government's policies. The New 
Democrats, with our feisty caucus of two 
MLAs, will continue to speak alongside 
these individuals and groups in defence of 
all Albertans, especially those that make the 
government MLAs feel uncomfortable. We 
like to seem them squirm in their seats! 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from 
its readers. Please keep letters as short as pos- 
sible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as 
necessary. Letters must be signed and include 
the home address and telephone number of the 
writer. The writers name can be witheld if so 
requested. Publication of the name or photo- 
graph of any person or organization in articles 
or advertising in Times .10 is notto be construed 
as any indication of the sexual orientation of 
such person or oganization. All material in this 
publication is copyrighted and must not be re- 
produced without permission from Times .10. 
The only exception to the copyright is the mate- 
rial from National AIDS Clearing house which 
may be duplicated wtih appropriate credit given. 


Thoughts on 
Politics 


By Fred Dicker 


Is our gay community better off now than in 
the past? Should we look to the future with 
optimism? 


Before our recent Federal election, I 
predicted that anything might happen. I am 
satisfied with the actual election results. 
Reform is the official opposition. The 
Liberals do have a majority. However, it is 
slim enough that they will need to build a 
consensus with the New Democratic Party, 
the Conservatives or the Bloc to move safely 
on any legislation. The need to have other 
parties involved will mean everyone will be 
paying a lot more attention to what the voters 
think about everything. | feel that the 


majority of voters do favour equal rights for our 
community. The government has already announced 
that they need to shift to the political left. Recent 
elections in Britain and France have shifted strongly to 
the left and all this is good. 


In the recent provincial election in Alberta, Ralph 
Klein thought he was going win just about every 


riding. 


However, the citizens of 
Edmonton thought 
otherwise. 


Ralph still has a huge majority in the legislature. 


This means that in Alberta, we, in effect, have a 
dictatorship. Although the opposition MLA’s are few 
in number, there are still enough of them to remind 
Ralph that he is an elected official. The political right 
attitude of our provincial government means they will 
do everything they can to deny members of our 
community their rights. This is not good, and many 


loud voices will be needed to balance the scale. 


The Alberta Government is not an island unto itself. 
Society in general is in evolution. What voter attitudes 
exist now will change in time. Disney Corporation is 
visible in their efforts to provide an accepting work 
environment for all their employees, including gays 
and lesbians. Business in general is realizing they 
cannot afford to discriminate against certain employees 


ia aia 


Party In The Fourth Dimension! 


Ay 


because that valuable employee will go work 
for the competition who is more accepting. 
The City of San Francisco is also helping the 
reality of maintaining a competitive and 
profitable advantage. Effective June 1, 1997 
anyone doing business with the San Francisco 
must provide same sex benefits for their 
employees or their bid will simply be rejected. 


Many of these companies 
are international in scope 
and influence, and are 
adapting to the 
expectations of their 
customers. 


MP Svend Robinson had concerns for his seat 
in the federal election but he won handily 
because he is a hardworking MP. Michael 
Phair is a highly respected because he is a 
knowledgeable, enthusiastic Councillor. Many 
local people, who have come out recently, have 
found most people have the ability to see 
beyond the issue of sexual orientation. 


The Vriend case is before the Supreme Court 
of Canada. It is uncertain what the ruling will 
be or how the Alberta Government will 
respond to it. I see all kinds of positive events 
and trends pointing towards the acceptance of 
equal rights for all of us. But that does not 
allow for apathy. Right now, any phone calls 
or letters even if they must be anonymous, do 
come from citizens who can vote. 
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From the Editor 


by Dennis Cambly 


First of all, welcome to our 
5th year of publishing. Goshit 
just seems like a thousand years 
ago. 


There’s plenty of activity going 
on around the Capital City these 
days. Now that we have taken a 
bit of a summer break it is time to 
get things up and running again. 
Many thanks tothe many hundreds 
of people who have given us their 
support over the summer months. Between the phones and e-mail it just 
goes to prove that there are truly some wonderful people in our 


(si 


community. We now have much larger issues at hand with all the legal 
matters now coming up before the highest Court in our country. You can 
read in this issue about some of the people who have been involved since 
the beginning. 


We are not going to sit idly by while this province remains one of the last 
bastions of the biggest group of bigoted racists in Canada. That group of 
minions headed up by the lost leader Klein from down in Calgary land 
certainly prove that ignorance is bliss. The man has just never been given 
so many headaches since he landed in Edmonton. He likely figured that 
we would be quiet and go away, like the people in his favourite watering 
hole. We gave you notice during the last election Heir Klein and it likely 
spells out the coming disaster at your next attempt. Just what are you 
going todo Ralph when the highest court in this country tells you that you 
have been a bad boy? Perhaps you might not pay so much attention to the 
countries favourite bigot Ms. Day and start doing some leading. That's 
forrtypo-the Ms. part of the sentence. it’s a fact. She is a wonder to 
behold in what might be the most enlightened province in Canada. If 
being stupid is an act you might give her an award for the grand 
performance. Let’s see if she can count, using both hands, all the way up 
to 10. Actually we are not certain who should get the person that can dish 
out the most hatred at one time. Every reformers favourite hate monger 
on the radio or some of the better known cabinet ministers. The hatred 
and misinformation just pours out like water over Niagara Falls. Do none 
of you know how to read? Have any of you read anything written after 
1950, other than fiction? Can you remember back when you had an open 
mind, or did you just skip over the 60’s? Perhaps it is time that we 
supplied you with reports and books written by people with an education. 
We may have this all wrong and you are really not acting at all. You are 
just plain ignorant, ill-informed and not well read. How much will it take 
before the light goes on between your ears and recognize that placing 
hatred on a pedestal is just not in the program. Every time you bash gays 
you are also bashing their parents, friends, families and loved ones. We 
didn’t just drop by this planet while on a trip around the universe. All of 
us were born here, work here and contribute to every sector of the greater 
society in which we live. Every one of us has real friends who died of 
AIDS while you sat and did nothing. Do you not see the picture of the 
Chief of Police in Vancouver marching with the gays during their pride 
week? Gosh, we understand that mainstream radio, magazines and 
newspapers haven't got any room for real news, so you can get it here. 
There is no need for us to sensationalize and thus marginalize gays and 
lesbians. Times .1 0 is the underground news just like the ones that printed 
while the nazi party ruled Germany. You see, we are not motivated by 
money. Now the reformers have their own nazi magazine preaching 
hatred. Look no further Ralph; the real people are over here at Times .10. 


There is so much we could say to each other if you would only listen. You 
might even find friends in the most unlikely places. It is most likely that 
you already have and just don’t know it. For everyone who this magazine 
reaches, listen with your heart to the compassionate plea from your 
fellow citizens. You will find harmony and love in people and places 
beyond your wildest imagination. Follow the genius within you and you 


will might meet the you, you never dreamed existed. 
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Julie 
Lloyd 


On the Legal 
Frontlines 


No chrome, no glass, no big oak desk 
with Alfred Sung receptionist offering 
coffee. Just a modest workstation, casual 
couch and coffee table, and a few tasteful 
pictures decorate the reception area of 
lawyer Julie Lloyd’s office. Her own private 
office is similar - desk, pictures, computer - 
nothing fancy, but an immediacy fills the 
room and lets you know that Lloyd is highly 
competent and efficient. No frills, but you 
get the best possible legal attention. 


Julie Lloyd, one of Edmonton’s 
leading advocates for gay rights in Alberta 
as well as Canada, talks a bit about growing 
up. “I was born in Ontario, but later Fort 
McMurray became home,” she says. 
“Coming from a small town I went through 
the usual struggles with the big city when I 
came to Edmonton to go to university.” 
Lloyd began her career as an undergraduate 
in psychology, but later decided to go into 
law “because IT could write and talk. J didn’t 
understand the breadth of law at the time, 
and what I knew | learned from T.V and 
movies.” Now she knows better. “I am 
opinionated, outspoken and political,” says 


Lloyd, and 

“law is a way to put one’s 
self in a position to work in 
the mainstream for change. 


The legal profession has a status in terms of 
being listened to.” 


After graduating in 1991, then 
working for a large law firm, Lloyd 
established her own practice in 1996 with 
one main goal: to tailor her practice to the 
needs of the gay and lesbian community. 
“First I had to determine the needs of the 
gay/lesbian community,” she says. She soon 
discovered that those needs were in the 
areas of wills and estates, civil litigation, 
small business, real estate and matrimonial 
agreements. She also works on custody and 
support issues. 


Coming to the realization that she is 
lesbian is not unlike the stories of many of 
us. Lloyd was more involved in a busy and 
rich social life than she was interested in 
dating. “I was busy being a goody-two- 


shoes at school,” she says, and 

“T just couldn’t play Barbies 
as a child. 

8 


laws.”’ And that is what Julie Lloyd is 
attempting to change. 

“We have to keep chipping away at 
this,” she says. “There are national 
movements to reform the laws, and things 


I couldn’t play ‘war’ with the boys either. Then as 
a teenager I just didn’t see myself as a sexual 
being, and I was firmly convinced that I didn’t 
want the dating scene anyway.”’ Nevertheless, 
early on in her university career, Lloyd found 
herself attracted to another woman, and had to are changing somewhat. B.C. is out in 
front, with Ontario right behind. Alberta, 
however, is sweeping up the manure at the 
end of the parade. I would love to see 
Alberta do what B.C. did, where spouse 
now means same-sex partner through-out 
the statutes.” By working away at 
legislation regarding estates and wills, 
Lloyd hopes to bring about change by 
chipping away from within the system. The 
cases of Delwyn Vriend and Ms. T. here in 
Alberta are both ways in which Lloyd sees 
others chipping away at the system and 


come face to face with the realization that she was 
lesbian. That ‘coming to terms’ was for Lloyd a 
“dark night of the soul”. 


Today, however, Lloyd is 
openly lesbian in her profession, 


and she and her partner are fully accepted by her 
family. Her mother was asked by a friend if Julie 
was married. “Oh yes” replied her mother and 
went on to describe Julie’s partner and how happy 
they are together. “That’s how normal it is for 
mom. It just popped out of her,” says Lloyd. It is law. 


breaking the silence around access to the 


Lloyd leans back in her chair. “One 
thing I would like to say to gay and lesbian 
communities is how good it feels to be 
‘out’. The stress of carrying around this 
[so-called] ‘ugly, scary secret’ is very hard. 
When you do, you give a destructive power 
to others, and this takes an invisible toll. 
Not everyone can be out, but I want people 
to know that it is so much healthier and 
happier that having to lie about who you 


are. Anybody who can, c’mon out - it’s worth 
it.” Sitting here in her low-frills hi-rise 
office, Lloyd is clearly confident about who 


she is and what she is about. We need more ; 
lawyers like her. t 
f 
this support and acceptance from family members by . a 
that has encouraged Lloyd in her work as an “out”’ Heather Marshall (first rights only) ; 


lawyer. 


As Lloyd holds a 
brass gavel machined by 
her Grandfather for her 
“kick-butt” Grandmother 
and passed on to Lloyd 
when she was called to 
the bar, we move on to 
legal issues. “As gay 
people we are in such an 
odd position,” she says. 
“We are in a kind of 
purgatory between 
outright criminalization 
and full participation as 
citizens. 


It’s not illegal to 
be gay, but we 
are excluded 
from the laws. 


SO 
TRY THE SIX PASS FLEXI-TICKETS 


Our relationships don’t 
exist in law or in human 
rights legislation. We are 
allowed to be, but we 
are not allowed to be 
citizens in any real or 
legal sense. Legally gay 
{and lesbian] 
relationships don’t exist, 
so we can’t access the 


anytime, anywhere, any combination... anyone 
You make the choice — we make it easy 


To arrange your 
good time call 


Citadel 
425-1820 


Well gang, Sassy’s cousin is now out of the hospital and has returned on a 


weekend pass. Just in time to prepare some comments just for you. Sassy is a bit 


“tied” up, so to speak for the weekend. Sassy appears to have disappeared at the 
same time her cousin Flabby is released. 


Dear Flabby, I don’t Know what to do anymore. My life is over. A week 

go my wife left me for a boy almost half her age! I’m 48 and she is 11 years 

younger than I. I’m an alcoholic, sober for over 3 years. I’m afraid that I 

will start drinking again. I’m loosing strength every day. What makes it 

worse is that the young man works in the same office as me as an entry level. 

I'm too old to find a new job and he seems to gloat at work. Please help! 
AHHHHH! 


Dear AHHH-Icoholic, First I'd like to say that it is great to be back, but 
I know no one gives a chip so you can all choke on my progress! As for you, 
no wonder she left you. You are paranoid, old, and complain too much. If 
you want to start drinking again, who’s stopping you? I can, however, tell 
you what has helped me in similar but constant situations. Valium!! Sweet, 
nourishing, homemade Valium. Before they took it all away he he ha ha to 
the funny farm, where life is beautiful all the time. Bastards! All of you!! As 
for the boy toy, to have anything more than sex with your mother is sick, 
sick, sick! 

Dear flabby, About two months ago, I was cleaning my husbands’ car 

and found a pair of panties and a bra in the glove box. That was my first 
clue. A few days later he came home late with the smell of perfume on 

him and lipstick smeared all over his face. Now he comes home late 


every night. He doesn’t even talk to me anymore. When | tried to 
confront him about it he got mad and told me to mind my own business. I 


Harold Smith 


EATON CENTRE 


2ND FLOOR EATON CENTRE 
(PEDWAY TO MANULIFE) 


429-2233 


Dear Sassy 


hate to admit it but I think my husband is dressing like a woman! 
Am I crazy? 


Dear crazy, Girl, your stupid ass is blind. My own mother would have no 
trouble with this one. He is humping a younger, more attractive, and probably 
smarter woman!! 


Dear Flabby, I’m 14 years old and just had an abortion two months ago. My 
parents don’t know and I can never tell them. The guy I was seeing at the 
time, also the father wanted to keep the baby. He would beg me to keep it. 
One day he convinced me to do just that, or so I wanted him to think. I made 
an appointment and went with a friend. He found out a week later and we had 
a huge fight. He left crying and hasn't talked to me since. I wish I had kept 
the baby. Instead | lost both it and the father. We decided to name the child 
Jody since we didn’t want to know its sex until birth. I know I can’t change 
things but I can’t help thinking what could have been. Why can’t I let go? 


Baby killer 
Dear baby killer, Good for you! Honey the less we have of them in 
this world the better! They stink, drool, crap, puke, and never shut up! Get 
over it. My mother wasn’t going to have me. She told me I was an accident 
but couldn’t go through with an abortion. Now she regrets it don’t you 
mother? Why didn’t you just drink the tea mother? I made it just for you. 
It’s your favorite, lemon spice. Drink it before it gets cold... the tea mother... 
the... drink the... to the funny farm.....ha.. ha ... it’s still hot ... mother....... 
I.....1.... Damn you mother, you ruined everything!! If only....[....just drink the 
tea mother and die!!!! Ha!! Ha!!! Yes you heard me..... DIE!! The tea was 
poisoned! Ha! Ha!! I hate you mother! You and that stupid tea! I hate how 
your jaw clicks when you eat! And you know what? I’m not the only one! 
The voices hate you too!!!! Oh my god they're back! Those.... hideous voices. 
They.... they made me do it mother. They...... HA! HA! HA! HA 


(Well folks it appears that Flabby has done it again... we just had to put the 
poor thing back in the hospital again - Sassy will be back) 


_WESTEN 


~— >= 17303 STONY PLAIN RD 


(INSIDE SUPERSTORE) 
483-8778 


PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 2ND ANNUAL 
GAY AND LESBIAN TRAVEL SHOW 
OCT &- 7:30 PM GRANT MACEWAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
CITY CENTRE CAMPUS 
FREE ADMISSION - PLEASE CALL FOR TICKETS 


COME AND SEE WHAT'S NEW IN 
THE WORLD OF TRAVEL ! 


THE 
STRUGGLE 
FOR GAY 
AND 
LESBIAN 
RIGHTS IN 
ALBERTA: 


WHAT?’S ON THE 
AGENDA 


First they came for the gay workers, then 
gay foster parents, and now they want to deny 
us our history. Lesbian and gay taxpayers of 
Alberta have recently become the target of 
public discrimination on the part of the Alberta 
government. In its policy and practice the 
Government of Alberta is no longer passive in 
its discrimination. It is now.actively attempting 
to deny us the right to be foster parents, to 
document our history and to be free from 
discrimination in employment. If you haven't 
felt the effects directly yourself, it’s just a 
matter of time. 


CUP T £IG 


For the past six years Delwyn Vriend has been 
embroiled in a legal battle that has finally made its way 
to the Supreme Court of Canada (Nov. 4&5, 1997). 
Vriend was denied service by a government agency 
when he requested that the Human Rights Commission 
of Alberta (AHRC) deal with his dismissal from 
employment at King’s College in 1991. At that time, and 
contrary to the Canadian Charter of Rights, Albertans 
were not protected from discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation, and therefore the AHRC could not 
investigate his complaint. Vriend won his case in front 
of Court of Queen’s Bench Justice Russell. It became 
illegal to discriminate on the basis of orientation (a law 
which still stands, according to Vriend, it’s just 
impossible to enforce) and the AHRC was given the task 
of investigating this kind of discrimination. 


The Alberta Government chose to appeal Vriend’s 
case. They argued that because sexual orientation was 
not included in the list of those ‘minorities’ that the 
AHRC could assist, they had done nothing wrong. In 
front of three judges, they won their case. 
Consequently, Vriend has appealed to the Supreme 
Court, and it remains to be seen how they will rule. As 
the final hold-out among the provinces (PEI has made 
recent moves to include sexual orientation in its 
provincial legislation, leaving Alberta alone in its 
position) the Alberta government will find it particularly 
challenging to argue its case. 


“This case was able to come up because I was 
fired,” says Vriend. “But there is a perception out there 
that this is a religious court case - Delwyn Vriend vs. 


King’s College. That's not it at all. 
It’s actually me vs. a government 
AeCNCY and it’s about not having access to the 


Ploorre 


AHRC. All other Albertans have access, but we 
don’t.” 


Another battle being waged in the 


KLEIN "LEADS" HIS CABINET MEMBERS 


province is that of Ms. T., the foster parent 
being denied her right to have foster children 
placed in her care on the basis of her sexual 
orientation. (Her identity must remain protected 
under the Child Welfare Act in order to protect 
the child in her care; if it were up to her she 
would be identified.) As the birth mother of 
several children and mom to 74 foster children, 
she has shown herself to be an exemplary 
parent. Nevertheless the Alberta Government 
(Stockwell Day and Lyle Oberg in particular) 


454-6552 


. 12212 - 107 Avenue 


ESTHETIQUE 


Edmonton, AB T5M 4A8 


has decided unilaterally not to place children 
in need with “non-traditional families.” Ina 
letter from Lyle Oberg it is clearly spelled 
out that “the definition of traditional families 
is a family that is accepted by society. 
Historically the family unit that has been 
accepted has been one that is headed by two 
parents, one male and one female.” 


Ms. T has filed an appeal with the 
Child Welfare Appeal Panel, met with Lyle 
Oberg and must now present him witha 
review of the literature “proving” that 
homosexuality is not a barrier to parenting. 
She will also be pursuing further legal action 
in the fall. 


According to Ms. T a big part of the 
problem is the language being used by the 
government. “They use words like traditional 
/non-traditional, typical/not typical, but there 
is no definition that clearly says what they 
are describing. Originally this looked like a 
lesbian/gay issue, but now it seems to have 


moved to include marital status and gender. 


This is just the tip of the 
iceberg.” 


Ms. T sees her case as part of the 
systematic intolerance put into place by the 
Alberta Government. “I fear that Alberta is 
becoming a place where the ways of doing 
business are based on values I know nothing 
about. There is a real hardening of hearts, a 
self-righteous meanness that is becoming 
legislated and sanctioned. It is given both a 
formal and informal stamp of approval.” 


In a more recent development, the 
Alberta Government, in particular Red Deer 
MLAs Stockwell Day and Victor Doerksen 
have attempted to intervene in the funding of 
a research project of the Red Deer Museum. 
In an unprecedented move by this 
government, Day and Doerksen have 
attempted to revoke funding for the 
museum’s research project on the history of 
homosexuality in Alberta. Interestingly, 
museum staff have not received an official 
request to return the $10,000 in lottery 
money (not tax dollars), but learned about it 
through the media, says Wendy Martindale, 
the museum’s Director. Though not a legal 
battle, this is just one more case of the 
violation of human dignity by our provincial 
government. 


The government appears to be 
concerned that this is not a good use of 
dollars, and that it is a project that “purports 
to reflect the sexual choices of one percent 
[not a typo, he said this] of the population,” 
said Day in interview reported in the 
Edmonton Journal, Sunday August 17. Day 
also believes that somehow the museum Is 
advancing the cause of gays by researching 


our history. 


According to Martindale, however, the 
Museum will not return the money, and they 
will proceed with the project. Their bigger 
concern at the moment is that “people will be 
afraid to come forward,” she says. “We need 
a representation of the diversity of our 
communities, and the money would allow us 
to focus our research.” Martindale jokingly 
adds, “if we could get off the phone handling 


ar OO 


calls, we could get on with the research!” She adds 
that most calls are ones of support. 


“We need to look at these 
cases as cases of human 
dignity,” 


says Delwyn Vriend. “This is not us against them. 
We're all in this together. This is about the survival 
of every person in society. If it [discrimination] can 
happen to one of us, it can happen to any of us.” As 
with Ms. T., however, there has been a personal toll 
for Vriend in his six-year struggle. Though his 
family is behind him all the way, and he has found 
other employment, other relationships have 
sometimes been challenging. “People tend to relate 
to me more on the basis of the court case, rather 
than as a person. I wasn’t prepared for that.” 
Vriend has now found ways to remove himself from 
the situation whenever possible, and “get on with my 
life.” 


For Ms. T there have been times of 
exhaustion, and times when her partner has had to 
fill in more at home. Nevertheless, “this has been a 
positive experience. I have been privileged to meet 
new and wonderful people,” she says, “And this has 
pushed us to have a strong sense of pride in our 
family.” 


Ms T. makes the comparison between a song 
with chorus and verse. “We have sung the verse, 
now it’s time for a chorus. We all have our 
individual roles, but all of us are also listening so we 
know when to come in.” Delwyn Vriend, Ms. T and 
the Red Deer Museum have added to the song with 
their own particular verses. It’s up to each one of us 


to listen carefully and join in on the chorus. 


If we choose to believe that we can’t 
sing, other voices will determine the 
outcome of the song. 


This would be a huge loss for each one of us. 


By Heather Marshall (first rights only) 
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Listen 


When I ask you to listen to me 

and you start giving advice, 

you have not done what I asked. 
When I ask you to listen to me 

and you begin to tell me why I shouldn't feel that 
way, 

you are trampling on my feelings. 
When I ask you to listen to me and you feel that you 
have to do something to solve my problem- 

you have failed me, strange as that may seem 
Listen! All I asked was that you listen; 

not talk or do — just hear me 

Advice is cheap: 45 cents will get you both Dear 
Abby and Billy Graham in the same newspaper. 

And I can do for myself; I’m not helpless. 

Maybe discouraged and faltering, but not 
helpless 
When you do something for me that I can and need to 
do for myself, you contribute to my fear and weakness. 
But when you accept as a simple fact that I do feel what 
I feel, no matter how irrational, then I can quit trying to 
convince 

you and can get about the business of 
understanding what's behind this irrational feeling. 
Irrational feelings make sense when we understand 
what's 

behind them. 
So, please listen and just hear me. And if you want to 
talk, wait a minute for your turn, and I'll listen to you. 


Anonymous 


THINK OF THE WORLD 
AS A VERY, VERY BIG 
MATTRESS! 


Done correctly, an offshore corporation, 
trust or bank account can be a safe, 
prudent and lawtul way to provide 

for a same-sex spouse, protect 


your assets from litigation, 4 


seizure and economic 


instability, and reduce BY 


your tax burden 

We make it easy. If you’re 
looking to feather your nest, 

we can answer all your questions 
about going offshore. For free 
information on how offshore 
planning may benefit you, call: 


403-424-5700 


CANADIAN OFFSHORE 


FINANCIAL SERVICES S.A. 
Facsimile: (403) 428-5100 E-mail: info@offshore.ca Web Page: hrtp:[fwww.offshore.ca 


\IO244 406 ST 
A23-5014 


GOURMET BLIRCERS 
DALEY SPECALS 
FRUENDLY PRICES 


FULLY LICENSED 
FULL SERVICE. 


Edmonton’s 
Gay 
Community 
Support 
Groups 
and 
Services 


AIDS Network 

of Edmonton Society 

The Network retains its original 
operating philosophy: to provide support 
and education wherever it can be helpful 
in north-central Alberta. AIDS Network 
of Edmonton works cooperatively with 
all those organizations in Alberta and 
across the country who are working to 
help limit the spread of HIV infection. 
Today the network provides: Education. 
Info-Line. Speakers Bureau. Resource 
material and various Support groups. If 
you wish to know more about the 
Network call 488-5742 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A Aisa fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience. strength and 
hope with each other that they may solve 
their common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership is a desire 
to stop drinking. Call 424-5900 for times 
and places of Gay and Lesbian. meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international organization 
of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. 
Our mandate is to promote a greater 
understanding of human sexuality and 
spirituality within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly 
newsletter is available via the Internet. 
Contact Dushan at 454-8449 for more 
information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of Edmonton - 
BNBCE 

A naturalist group of gay men in 
Edmonton interested in social nudity. 
This is not a sex club. Men of all ages 
welcome. Call Fred at 469-7231 for 
information. 


@ 
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Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay. Lesbian and Bisexual concerns 
This is a support community for gay. 
lesbian and bisexual Mennonites and 
friends. Contact Tim at 454-1479 or 
Garrett at 423-1725 or e-mail: 
garrett.epp @ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is-a support 
community for gay. lesbian Catholics 
and friends. Contact Bernard at 451- 
1794 or Dennis at 482-6845 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for 
older gay and bisexual men and their 
friends. The purpose of Prime Timers is 
to provide an opportunity for mature gay 
men to fraternize and join together in a 
program of social activities. Meetings 
held 2nd Sunday cach month at the 
Unitarian Church at 3:00 p.m. If you 
would like more information address 
correspondence to Chairman, Edmonton 
Prime Timers. Suite 1093. 11444 - 119 


12 


rs 


Street. Edmonton. TSG 2X6. Contact Peter at 
496-7019 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


A mixed voice chorus joining 


common love of music and a desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride in the 
lesbigay community. If you are interested in 
singing with EVM or working in the areas of 
promouon, Staging O1 front ol house concerts 
and events, please contact us at P. O. Box 
12091. Main Post Office. T5J 3L2 or 
telephone 988-4620 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need 
to provide AIDS education and support to 
Native People in Alberta. Through education 
and the development of communities in 
partnership, it is hoped that the spread of 
AIDS will be lessened. We offer training and 
education programs, as well as support 
through traditional ways. Voluntecrs are very 
important to us, if you can help. or would 
simply like some more information call 488 
5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 

We have 3 divisions: 1) Fun/Recreational - 
Wednesdays. 6:30-8:30 p.m., No regular 
commitment needed: Now until end of June 
you can join anytime. Fee: $10.00/year: 
Level: Beginners to Intermediate: Donnan 
School - 79Ave & 87 Street. 2) Competitive 
Tuesdays. 7-9:30 p.m.; Fee $35/8 week 
period; Coaching & Games cach night. 3) 
Beach - Day/time/cost TBA; Junc to 
September. For more Volleyball information 
call Ron at 428-3375. 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of 
Edmonton’s gay. lesbian and bisexual 
community through informational, social 
support services and its social information 
linc. The services offered by the centre 
include an information line. telephone 
referrals. library. drop-in peer support 
counselling and social activities arranged and 
sponsored by the centre. Further information 
is available at 488-3234 


Gaylines 

A special telephone service is available. The 
intent of this line is to aid in the forming of a 
central information net that will aid all walks 
of life. Messages are outgoing only. The line 
is setup in a single location that will be 
permanent and will also be listed in the 
phone directory. It is free to all Alternative 
Lifestyles. Support groups. Clubs. 
Individuals and Businesses. Call 486-9661 to 
request your mailbox 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward: 
preventing the spread of HIV amongst men 
who have sex with men. advocating for 
healthy lifestyle choices, and addressing 
social and health concerns by fostering self 
esteem and gay positive attitudes. For 
information on G.M.O.C. workshops and 
other activities contact Kirk at 488-5742. o1 
call our Hotline at 988-3671 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 
We are an organization interested in human 
rights issues especially related to sexual 
orientation and changing Federal and 
Provincial legislation. We are always 
interested in new members. If you are 
interested call Murray Billet at 482-7421 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers. Transsexuals 
and their supporters. Our main goal is to 
provide a safe, discreet and friendly 
atmosphere where we can socialize as a 
group. We also provide information and peer 
support for members. We hold two socials 
éach month, one on the second Thursday and 
one on the third Saturday. For more 
information write to Illusions Social Club. 


Box 33002. Glenwood P.O.. Edmonton, AB 
r5P 4V8; or phone cither 488-3234 (GLCCI 
on Tuesday evenings to talk to someone person 


to person or 486-9661 box | to leave a message 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 


The mission of the Court is to raise funds fot 


charities and other organizations which cither 


provide direct services lo gay and lesbian 
ndividuals. Meetings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Wednesday. For meeting 
location and time please see the Court notice 
boards in Boots and Saddle or the Roost. You 
may also call Gaylines at 486-9661 and press 
box 27. http://www.gcocitics.com/ 
WestHollywood/5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 
The purpose of this association Is to sensitize 
local faith communities and their leaders to the 
unique spiritual and emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. The following faith 
communities are included: Anglican, Baha‘i. 
Baptist. Beth Shalom Synagogue. Lutheran. 
Metropolitan Community Church. Roman 
Catholic. Temple Beth Ora. Ukrainian Catholic. 
Unitarian and United Churches. Phone 448 
1768 for more information 


Lambda Christian Community Church 

We are a non-denominational evangelical 
Christian church. One of our primary goals is to 
provide a safe and affirming environment for all 
who desire to worship God. Lambda 
Community Church, 11 148-84 Avenue 
(Garneau United Church) Edmonton, T6G 0V8 
Call 474-0753. Weckly Sunday service at 7 p. 
m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993 Edmonton Police Service and 
the Gay and Lesbian community for meta 
liaison to promote an atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual respect. For more 
Info call Edmonton Police Service at 424-7248 
(pager 293) or Murray Billet at 482-7421 


Lipstick Lesbian Youth Peer Support 

This is an organization intended to allow all 
femme lesbians and bisexuals the chance to 
meet and realize that they are not alone. Our 
goal is not to segregate the lesbian community. 
but to acknowledge that femmes do exist. This 
is an opportunity to meet and socialize with 
other femmes. Please call 988-4836 for more 
information 


Living Positive 

Emotional. spiritual and psychological support 
is available through Living Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. We offer strong. 
loving. confidential support. We also meet 
weckly and share our mutual experiences 
Living Positive is entirely directed by and for 
people who share a common diagnosis of HIV+ 
Peer counselling. hospital visits and a speakers 
bureau are also available through our socicty. 
Phone 488-5768 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We arc a spiritual community for lesbian. gay . 
bisexual and straight people. Lutherans 
Concerned gathers monthly for worship. 
sharing. and friendship. We offer individual 
support and a safe space for our own spiritual 
questions, Call Tim at 482-2294, or write P.O. 
Box 11095. Edmonton. AB, T5J 3K4 e-mail: 
luthconc @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church of 
Edmonton (M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within the denomination 
of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches. Our major focus is to the 
defranchised of society. The UFMCC allows 
anyone to feel a part of the Christian 
Community and to claim our place in God's 
Universe. Services are open to all. We worship 
on Sunday evenings at 7:15 at McDougall 
United Church - South entrance. Please fecl free 
to join us! Call 429-2321 for more information. 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s Leather - Fetish club for Gay. 
Lesbian, and straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We strike to educate 


the rest of the community through 
wo rkshops. staged demonstrations and 


events in order to heighten awareness 
Northern chaps meets at Boots & Saddle on 
the first and third Friday of cach month at 9 
PM 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International Bowling 
League meets every Saturday. at 5:00pm 
September to April. at Pins & Cues 
Bowling & Billiards Centre. Southeast 
corner of Westmount Shopping Centre. 111 
Ave. & 135 St. For more information please 
call Paul Guerette at (403) 456-085 1 o1 
Karen Kurylo at (403) 432-7759 


Out and Out (O°) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton's Lesbigay Community and their 
friends. Membership is $5.00 per calendar 
year. Free newsletter published bimonthly 
and available at local gay hangouts. O° 
Hotline is 988-3132 for activity inf.. who to 
contact. how to join ctc. Get Involved 

Have Fun - Meet New Pcople 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university based 
organization for gays. lesbians and 
bisexuals interested in an academic 
atmosphere. Mectings are held every 


Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus: main floor 


of the Athabasca hall. Topics vary {rom 
week to weck. Additional information 1s 
available by calling 988-4166 


PFLAG 

Parents. Familics, & Friends of Lesbians & 
Gays. PFLAG promotes the health and 
well-being of Gay. Lesbian and Bisexual 
persons, their familics and friends through 
support, education and advocacy. Meetings 
are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month.. 
Newsletter editor Ellen at 465-3057. 
Outreach to speak confidentially toa 
PFLAG volunteer 944-1394. Voice Box 
3524 (PFLAG) Mon-Thurs, 7 
(Recording 24 hrs a day). 


9:30 p.m 


Pink Triangle Youth of Edmonton 
(P.T.Y.E.) 

The Pink Triangle Youth Group is a 
program offered by the Community Centre. 
The youth group exists so that young people 
age 16 to 21 - lesbians. gays. bisexuals and 
those wondering about their sexuality can 
explore their fcclings. meet other young 
people like themselves. Information is 
available to all along with fun in a safe. 
supportive environment. Phone 9¢ 6-622 
for more information about the Youth 
Group. 


S.0.L.0O. 

Social Organization for Lesbians Only is a 
group that gets together for fun and 
recreation. Lesbians over 18 are welcome to 
join in for weekend functions and 
entertainment. We combine friendship. 
companionship and support with singles 
and couples welcome. Call Linda at 447 
4776 for more information 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games Association 
is scl up to provide an opportunity for 
person interested in participating in the Gay 
Games through fund raising. If you would 
like to be involved with Team Edmonton 
call 482-2789 


Visions - Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
Gay. Lesbian. Bisexual. Transgender 
discussion group. We mect the 4th 
Wednesday of the month. Call UCE at 454- 
8073 or Anita at 454-1992. Not necessarily 
Christian, 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among ourselves 
and the larger community. We hold dances. 
produce a newsletter and hold other 
activities. For information call the Lesbian 
Life at 425-0511. 


Edmonton Vocal 
Minority 


Launches Unique New Season 


Of Concerts and Special 
Events 


Having just completed a very successful season, including Mardi Gras with the 
internationally known a cappella group “The Flirtations” and the unforgettable 
production of Mozart’s Requiem with Alberta Ballet and the Edmonton Symphony, it 
did not appear that the unique combination could be topped. 


EVM is not a group to sit still; they are pleased and exited to present their 1997/98 
season with a combination of concerts and special events tailored to dazzle and 


entertain. 


The upcoming season will have an international 
flavor and will feature one of the largest gay and 
lesbian events to take place in Edmonton. 


The centerpiece of the new season will be Canadian GALA Choruses Festival *98 
running from May 15-18, 1998. EVM expects to be welcoming over 500 singers from 
across Canada to participate in this special weekend of concerts, workshops and social 
events. Major concerts will take place at the Francis Winspear Center for Music. 


Before the excitement of festival "98 descends on our city, EVM has some surprises for 
you. They start with a Halloween fantasy on Saturday Nov 1,97. This party in the fourth 
dimension will be outrageous! The Old Strathcona Arts Barns will be the setting for 
a truly memorable Halloween outing. The dungeon and haunted maze will entertain 
you while the crypt dance floor and the voodoo lounge will envelop you. The Kitchen 
of Goulish delights will feature food from some of Edmontons best gay/lesbian and gay/ 


LYONS HEC EMPIRE 


"He's Ours" 


lesbian friendly eating establishments. What is Halloween without costumes..this event begs 
for the outrageous. Costumes will be judged and prizes given out to the best. See the fantasy... 
live the fantasy! Doors at the arts barn will creak open at 9:00 p.m. 


Get your tickets for an escape to the exotic! Cruising with EVM will feature EVM in concert 
with sights and sounds from around the world. Revel in the pulsing drums and rhythms of 
Africa, the seductive melodies of Italy and the sensuous lyrics of Spain. Special guests will 
be featured. The concert is on Saturday, December 6, 1997 at convocation hall, University 
of Alberta. Show time is 8:00 pm. 


On March 7, 1998, EVM will recreate a New Orleans style Mardi Gras in Edmonton. EVM 
will be at its jazziest best with special guests VOCE. Having performed at Jazz City 1997 
and first night festival, this sensational a cappella group combines a diversity of styles with 
slick harmonies, innovative arrangements and a knack for humour that makes for one highly 
entertaining evening. Performances by EVM and VOCE will be followed by a Mardi Gras 
dance. 


In May of 1998, EVM will host Canadian Gala Choruses Festival °98. This national event 
will feature four major concerts... 


Festival °98 Multi-Media Extravaganza 
Friday, May 15, 1998 

8:00 PM 

Francis Winspear Center for Music 


Performances by lesbigay Men’s, Women’s and mixed choruses from western Canada. 


Invited choruses include Bridge City Chorus (Saskatoon), Calgary’s Men’s Chorus, Musaic 
(Victoria), Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus (Vancouver)Regina Prairie Pride Chorus, Rocky 
Mountain Singers (Calgary), Unitas (Edmonton), Vancouver Lesbian and Gay Chorus, 
Vancouver Men’s Chorus, and A Vancouver Women’s Chorus. 


Festival °99 Concert 2 

Sunday, May 17, 98 

3:00 PM 

Francis Winspear Center for Music. 


Performances by lesbigay Men’s, Women’s and mixed choruses from central and Eastern 
Canada. 


Invited Choruses include Citadel (Halifax), Ensemble Vocal Ganymede (Montreal), In 
Harmony: A Women’s Chorus (Ottawa), Ottawa Gay Men’s chorus, Rainbow chorus 


Continued on page 15 


Where You are assured 
that you are Purchasing 


the "Originals" 


Not Pirated Copies 


Legal Distributors in Alberta of Bel Ami, Falcon, 
Studio 2000, Catalina and many more! 


LOIL2I1L-1l24 Street 
Edazrronton, Alberta 
Pinome 4838-6915 
Fax 483-G927 


Coming Out: 


You and Your 
Parents 


Being now at university is tough enough. Grappling with your sexual 
orientation is yet another profound issue to confront. In a world that strongly 
enforces and assumes heterosexuality, it is frustrating to continue passing, as 
straight while internally feeling somehow different or knowing that you are 
either lesbian or gay. 

Many people wrongly believe that homosexuality is learned or chosen. 
The exact causes of homosexuality and heterosexuality are unknown and are 
likely to be the result of several different factors including genetics and 
environment. 

Coming out is a focal point of gay life. And yet, coming out is not a 
singular event. Rater, it is a process of disclosing your sexual orientation to a 
widening circle of people, beginning with yourself. 


Personal Phase 


This phase can often take years before full self-disclosure: This period 
can be described as a time when you are thinking about whom you are, 
coming to terms with it, and deciding what you are going to do about it. 

You may be feeling pain, denial, powerlessness, embarrassment, 
depression, anger, joy, excitement, relief, etc. About the fact that you feel 
different, that you are attracted to people of your own gender. These feelings 


are normal; you are just reacting to all the negative messages that 
surround you about being gay or lesbian while feeling the freedom of not 
being as confused about yourself. 

At some point you may decide to speak to someone about your 
sexual orientation. It is often easier to tell the truth to those people in 
whom you do not have a great personal investment in their reaction e.g. 
anew friend, casual acquaintance, professional counselor or therapist. 
This will enable you to continue your personal exploration without fear 
of being rejected and socially shunned by those people closest to you. It 


may be wise to select people likely to respond favourable. 


Public Phase 


Over time, people become increasingly more public about their 
lesbian or gay identity. In all our social interactions we must decide 
between disclosing our sexual orientation or choosing to remain hidden, 
depending on the situation and the people involved. 

The benefits of coming out to someone important to you: You can 
share more of yourself &amp; your life with others. They have a greater 
opportunity to know you as you really are. 

You have more of an opportunity to validate more of your own 
life and your own lifestyle. 
You give the important people in your life a real opportunity to support 
you, &amp; you become more available to them as well. 

For many lesbians and gay men the most difficult decision to make 
after accepting their sexual orientation is to come out to their parent(s). 
It is important to consider the gains and losses of revealing your sexual 
orientation to your parent(s). On the one hand, parent(s) may inflict 
rejection and isolation. On the other hand, however, they may be 
understanding and accepting. 

To help you decide whether to come out to your parent(s), it may 
help to consider the nature of your relationship with your parents: 

Is it open? Are you honest with them?, etc. 

Is their current love for you based on who you really are or on 
their beliefs of who you are? 

Is the cost of maintaining their love, as it is, worth it to you? 

How much energy has it taken to create a presence of who-you 
are? 

What will happen if a crisis occurs (health problems, AIDS, 
accident and your lover is there to support you) and the truth comes out 
about your sexual orientation? 


Important: 


Never come out to your parents in anger! So, How are you going 
to tell them? 


Method 


_ The method of actually coming out to your parents is important to 
consider. You need to decide whether to write, telephone, or meet in 
person. Letters allow you to express yourself without interruption. You 
are also in control of how you word your self-disclosure 


Location 


If you plan to speak to your parent(s) in person, a neutral territory, 
by yourselves, with no chance for distraction is best. A private location 
will make your parent(s) feel more comfortable, especially if they feel the 
need to express emotions. 


Timin 

Choose a time when your parent(s) are not dealing with serious 
matters such as loss of a job, illness, death, etc. Once you come out to 
your parent(s), allow them their own time and space. Just as you have 
taken some time to come to terms with your sexual orientation, so 
parent(s) go through their own process of acceptance. 

At this stage your parent(s) need acceptance of their feelings, not 
attempts to deny them. They need to hear you say their feelings of anger 
or their tears are normal. It is important for you to realize that by doing 
SO, you are not assuming blame for their emotions. You are validating 
this period of their process of acceptance. 


) 
; 
) 
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Edmonton Vocal Minority 


Continued from page 13 


(Waterloo), Singing Out! (Toronto), Tone Cluster (Ottawa), and Vox Femina (Ottawa). 
Festival °98 Finale 

Monday, May 18, 1998 

12:00 Noon 

Edmonton City Hall 

Performances by the combined choruses with Heather Bishop and David Sereda. 


Additional events for Festival 98 will include Workshops on Saturday, a Festival °98 
Brunch on Sunday morning and a Gala Banquet and dance on Sunday evening at the 
Edmonton Sheraton Grande Hotel (formally the Hilton Hotel). Festival °98 will also 
feature a Business Fair and gift shop at the Sheraton Grande Hotel. 


The 1997/98 season will truly be a world of new experiences! We invite you to join us on 
the voyage. 


Season subscriptions and individual concert and event tickets are available. If you would 
like to recieve a subscription brochure, or have any questions about any of the listed concerts 
or events please contact the EVM Infoline at 988-4620. 


If you would like to sing with Edmonton Vocal Minority, please contact our Artistic 
Director, David Garber, at 424-1561. 


If you would like an opportunity to gain valuable experience in the areas of publicity, 
marketing and event production, while working with an enthusiastic and dedicated group 
of people, consider volunteering with EVM. There are a variety of positions available for 
the 1997/98season. Please contact our general manager at 988-4620 if you would like more 
information. 


— ws BO 
Pride Awards 


Pride Certificate presentations for 1997 in the Edmonton community: Every year Pride 
certificates are presented honouring individuals, organizations or businesses which 
have been nominated by the community for recosnition of their serviceés'to the Lesbioay 


community 


Anyone can nominate someone for an award, and a committee made up of previous 
recipients of the Phair and Irwin awards, representatives of the various lesbigay groups 
around town, and a member at large from the community is faced with the tough task of 
deciding whose contributions should be recognized. This year George Davidson, Lorna 
Murray and Elizabeth Massiah, former recipients of the Phair and Irwin awards, were 
joined by Roz Ostendorf of the Pride organizing committee, Fred Dicker of GLCCE, 
and Kristy Harcourt, a member at large and the popular host of Gaywire chosen because 
she seems to know everyone! 


Pride Certificate Awards: 


1. To the Canadian Bar Association, Lesbian and Gay Rights Section, Alberta North: 
Julie Lloyd and Sheila Mann recognized for their work to advance the status of 
lesbians and gays in the legal profession. Sheila Mann is an executive member of the 
national Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Conference of the Canadian Bat 
Association and is co-chair of the Lesbian and Gay Rights Section, Alberta North 
Julie Lloyd is working on the Canadian Bar Association s intervention in the 
Delwyn Vriend case o the Supreme Court, and works to educate and inform out 
community about the law, through legal columns in Womonspace News and on the 
radio program Gaywire.Both of these women are lawyers who advertise and provide 


their services to the lesbian and gay community 


2.Edmonton Vocal Minority and their Artistic Director David Garber 

Recognized for their participation in the presentation of Mozart s Requiem with 
the Alberta Ballet and the Edmonton Symphony. The choir provided a high profile and 
tangible presence of lesbian, gay, bisexual, straight and transgendered people (all 
working together) at a mainstream cultural event. For this positive profile of our 
community, we d like to call on David Garber to accept this certificate on behalf of the 


choir 


3.Jacqueline Dumas, owner of Orlando Books 

Recognition for making her bookstore a centerpiece for gay and lesbian culture 
and community in Edmonton: for risking vandalism by featuring our books in her 
window displays; for supporting community groups through her Charity of the Month 
reading corner and selling tickets to their events: for bolstering local and Canadian 
writers through her weekly reading series. Back in 1984, when Jacquie owned Aspen 
Books, they were one of the few Mainstream businesses to advertise in the Pride Week 


passport. Her support has been long and consistent, and we urge you to support her! 


4. Shakespeare’s Darts and Rumpus Room, owners Stacey and Nicole 


Continued on page 16 


Julie C. Lloyd 
Barrister 8 Solicitor 


Proud to be serving the gay and 
lesbian community 


Areas of practice include: 
Real estate and small business matters 


Wills and Estates, Powers of Attorney and 
Advance Health Care Directives 


Cohabitation and Co-ownership of property 
agreements and matrimonial law 


Civil litigation and Appelate Court matters 


512, 10117 Jasper Ave. Edmonton, AB T5) 1W8 
Phone: 424 2332; Fax: 424 2526 


JOIN OVR TEAM WALK 


BACH PARTICIPANT WILL RECEIVE 
AN AIDS WALK KIT, INCLUDING 4 
PLEDGE SHEET 


JOIN US AFTER THE 
WALK AT SHAKESPEAR'S 


Pride Awards 
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Recognized for moving beyond the day-to-day management of their business to a 
deeper commitment to the lesbian community: they organize a wide array of activities 
including regular kids days, easter egg hunts, regular weekly baseball games, dart, poll and 
crib tournaments which are open to gay men and reach beyond the boundaries of our own 
community. Shakespeare’s also makes their space available to les-bi-gay groups for Board 
meetings and fundraising events. If you haven’ t been to Shakespeare's, we urge you to meet 
your friend there for a coffee or a brew everyone is welcome. 


5.Fennel Productions, Faye and Laurie: 

Recognized for their commitment to bringing high-profile lesbian performers to 
Edmonton; for taking the significant financial risk of presenting these vital events which 
remind us of the broader world of our culture beyond Edmonton. Who can forget the laughs 
provided by Suzanne Westenhoefer, the humourous and jazzy sounds of Suede, the intensity of 
Ferron, or the incredible excitement of finally having Chris Williamson and Tret Fure 
perform in Edmonton? 


6.We recognize Ellen Howrish for her commitment to improving the family lives of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgendered people through her work in P-FLAG-T. She publishes the P 
FLAG-T newsletter, which has a national circulation, speaks at various conferences, organizes 
events like the Pride Week picnic, is a member of the Police Liaison Committee, works on the 
P-FLAG helpline, supports parents and kids through the coming out process. 


7. We recognize Roxanne Hurd-Pride for her work to raise awareness, visibility and inclusion 
of transgendered people and their issues. Roxanne has served as a bridge in many ways, from 
bringing the transgendered community into the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, to 
working with the Illusions Social Club and being a member of the board of the Court and also 
serving as Princess this year. She has worked as an active Board Member of GLCCE for two 
years and got involved with P-FLAG when her parents joined. Roxy is also the chair of a new 
national group TGS-PFLAG , founded for support to the transgendered community 


8.We recognize Ms. T., for daring to take on the provincial government's homophobic 
decision to actively exclude lesbians and gays from being foster parents. Her challenge has 


opened a national discussion about peoples’ support for gays and lesbians who parent children. 


From CHED Radio to Peter Gzowski’s show, Ms. T. has presented the issue that a loving 
parent is a loving parent, no matter what their sexual orientation. Accepting this certificate is 
Ms. T herself. 


9. We may know him best for organizing the Guys in Disguise show at the Fringe, or in his 
alter ego of Gloria Hole, but Darrin Hagen, long an out gay man and drag queen in Edmonton, 
has been recognized repeatedly with Sterling Awards (the Edmonton theatre awards) for his 
outstanding soundscapes and music for Edmonton plays for most of Edmonton’s major 
theatres. Darrin was a loud and proud host on Videotron’s, The Edge, and works at many 
festivals and theatre events in his gender bending persona. This year, the Pride Committee 
community wishes to recognize Darrin’s project, The Edmonton Queen, Not a Riverboat Story 
A Catalogue of Edmonton Drag History. Darrin performed this one-man show at the 1996 
Fringe. No one can view this work without finally understanding the drag element in our 
community, and everyone who saw the play left the theatre with a profound understanding of 
the impact of AIDS in our lives. Just this week, The Edmonton Queen won a Sterling for 
Outstanding Fringe New Work; The Edmonton Queen will be published as book later this 
year. 


10.Anyone browsing through the fiction stacks at the Southgate Public Library will have seen 
the results of the work of our next recipient, Lindy Pratch. Lindy works as a librarian there 
and urged the library to identify lesbian and gay books with a rainbow sticker on the spine, in 
the same manner that mystery, science fiction, fantasy, short stories, 

classics, Canadian , Christian and historical books are marked. They began to label the books 
in 1995. Lindy has also worked to expand the labeling system beyond her own library branch, 
which has not been successful at this time. 


Michael Phair and Maureen Irwin Awards 


These awards recognize individuals who have made significant and long-term contributions to 
the life of the gay community. Nominations are received from anyone in our community and 
are rated on an evaluation scale considering the candidate s level of outness, Jength and 
breadth of accomplishment, and personal integrity. 


The recipient of the Maureen Irwin award is an out lesbian who has been out and active fot 
many years. For the last two years, she has been President of Womonspace. She s helped to 
organize excellent Pride Weeks, served on the Police Liaison Committee, and has been a peer 
counsellor for GLCCE. We are told by her nominators that she; “ got a bunch of mostly over 
30, overweight, smoking dykes to get some exercise “, by forming the L Amazons Touch 
Football Team. She did most of the organizing and legwork that first year, and without het 
By now many of you will have recognized Roz Ostendorf. Her 
diplomacy, lead-rship and integrity are highly valued. In all her work, she is committed to 


the team would not exist. 
fair process and to ensuring that voices are heard from all around the table. 


Please join us in thanking Roz Ostendorf, winner of the Maureen Irwin Award for her 
community contributions. 


Every so often, the Awards Committee runs into a problem. Last year, we couldn’ t 
decide what to do with someone who really deserved a certificate, but could not accept it 
publicly because of his career. We decided to give it to him anonymously. We have another 
but different exception this year. Of the various people nominated for the Michael Phair 
award, two were outstanding. 


David Hicks is a passionate believer in volunteering, who has provided energetic service to the 
community since 1992. He was a member of and co-chaired the GLCCE Board, was co-chair 
16 


of pride organizing in 1992 and 1993, was a founder of the Maureen Irwin and Michael 
Phair Awards, and worked to establish the Red Deer Summit. He was co-founder of 
Vocal Minority and General Manager for 4 years, and is spearheading the 1998 Canada 
wide gathering of gay and lesbian choruses in Edmonton. Dave still found time to go to 
school full time, where he was Valedictorian for his class, and is working to establish a 
professional association for residential Aides. 


Murray Billett arrived in Edmonton in 1990 and quickly became involved in the 
struggle for political and civil rights. Prior to moving to Edmonton, he was very 
involved in the gay community in Winnipeg. As a director of GALA he has provided 
eloquent commentary to the media on many equality and sexual orientation issues. He 
is a popular public speaker, and a member of Gay Fathers. The Delwyn Vriend 
Defense Fund, Michael Phair’s election campaigns, and more recently Ms. T have 
benefited from his expertise in fundraising and political action. Murray has been a 
major organizer of the Police Liaison Committee, and represents Edmonton with 
EGALE, the national civil rights group for gays and lesbians. Murray served as 
president of the AIDS Network and participated in many of its committees and 
activities. 


Thanks very much to all of these winners, and to their nominators. Remember, these 


are your awards and you can make sure that no-one gets left out by nominating for 
awards next year. 


"GARNEAU 


g712-109Streete {HKeatre 


edmonton’s FILMS O F 
SUBSTANCE 


home of 


prices: 


Adults: $8 
Youth & Students: $6 
Child & Senior: $4 


Tuesdays - all seats: $5 


nite owl shows 


pm friday & saturday! 


24 hour movie info-line 


433-0728 


or on the internet 
http: //www.ualberta.ca/edmonton/movies/ garneau.html 


HAVE YOU SEEN THIS QUEEN? 


If not, why not? Go pick her up, right this minute! 
She’s waiting for you... 


sap 


Take one cheeky, irreverent, 
ironic queen with Attitude out to 
here and balloon tits to match... 

..add the intimate secrets of a 
dynasty of drag queens 
..mix with humour, irony (no, not 
/roning, grit and glitter... 
What do you get? 


»* not a riverboat story : 
The most challenging, candid 


', “Inside a Dynasty of Drag book of the year... 
PheFamonton Queen: Not a 
riverboat Story. 

Based on the Sterling Award 
winning play by Darrin Hagen 
a which seduced the 1996 Fringe. 

Pec Best seller at the 1997 Fringe. 


Award-winning play 


“ there’s more here than Sex, 
drugs and haberdashery...” 


It looks like this (FABULOUS, dahling!] 
It costs only $15.95 + GST 
It’s available at better bookstores everywhere... 
(if they don’t have it yet, they can order through Literary Press Group/General 
Distribution in Canada, or Koen Book Distributors in the US) 
Or order by mail from: 
Slipstream Books, 214-21, 10405 Jasper Ave., Edmonton AB TS} 3S2. 
(Ph.: 448 0590/Fax: 448 0640) 


The Hot Spots went over so 


well in the last issue that we 
thought we would do it again. It is 
our way of saying thank you to the 
people who support Times .10 
publications society. That’s Brent 
from the Front Page who has been 
with Times .10 since the very 
beginning over four years ago. His 
store has what would appear to be 
thousands of magazines and 


newspapers from all over the world. 


If he doesn't have the magazine he 
will do his best to find it. Dallas 
and Marie are now the owners of 
Jazzberry’s Too along with 
business partner Greg. They are 
running a lot of live entertainment 
acts at their cafe on 124 Street. 
(Used to be called Boystown). The 
prices are right and so are the home 
made desserts fresh from Dallas’s 
cookbook. On Tuesday night they 
have the world known Karaoke. It 
can be a lot of fun listening to some 
of your favourite tunes done with a 
touch of difference. They also run 
ladies only dances once a month so 
get down and support them. 
Shakespeare’s Comfy Cafe is a 
newly established business on 106 
Street, just a few doors south of 
Boots ‘n Saddle. Nicole and Stacey 
are well know for Shakespeare’s 
Darts and Rumpus Room on | |2 
Street and they decided they didn’t 
have enough to do so they opened 
another business. They splash 


around a lot of entertainment too. It is 
great that we have so many places to 
hear live acts from gays and lesbians. 
Cafe de Ville is a very well established 
business on 124 Street and we got a 
picture of Rob while he wasn’t looking. 
You can always count on a comfortable 
atmosphere and friendly service. We 
didn’t get all of the pictures into this 
issue so we will get back to you with 
more as we roll along. You want to 
spend your money then remember to 
support all of the businesses that 
support your publication Times .10. We 
never forget you. 


Classifieds 


Basement suite for rent. Separate 
entrance. Bright and spacious it boasts 
a large picture window. Located ina 
clean and quiet west-end residential 
area. Has been recently painted and the 
bedroom area is curtained off. It is close 
to bus routes. Shared laundry facilities 
and parking are available. $300.00 per 
month plus damage desposit is 


required. Phone 487-9002 


Seeking mature individual to share 900 
square foot condo, centrally located. 
Must be employed, honest, reliable and 
clean. No pets. Male preferred. $400/ 
mo, utilities included, $250 damage 
deposit. Serious enquiries only. Cail 
482-3981. Gas fireplace, washer and 


dryer in unit. 


"IT want to help fight AIDS." 


You can. 


We've all talked the talk. 


Let's walk the Walk. 


AIDS Walk Edmonton 1997 
September 28 
call 488-5742 fo reaister 


News Attitude 


AIDS Walk 
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Benefitting: 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
Edmonton Persons Living With HIV Society: Living Positive 
Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS Prevention Society 
Interfaith Association on AIDS 
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TELEVISION 


A Voice From GLCCE 
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GLCCE 
Report 


Labour Day Weekend is a turning 
point in the year for many of us. 
We are back to school and/or 
mentally the summer is over. | 
hope everyone had lots of time to 
enjoy this year’s summer. To me 
it seems that there was an unusual 
abundance of warm sunny days, 
which was anice change from our 
rather wet spring and our 
incredibly wet Pride Festival 
Parade. At the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton, 
we have had a fairly slow summer 
and are looking forward to a busy 
fall/winter/spring season. 


If the activity at the Centre during 
the spring months is a good 
indicator then we will need to have 
at least two counsellors on every 
evening to handle the demand. This 
makes volunteering at the Centre 
an exciting 


possibility because there are things to do. 
We will be running a training course this 
fall for new peer counsellors for our peer- 
counselling program. It is one night a week 
for 12 weeks starting 

late in September. 


There will be a workshop for lesbians 
starting late in September for one evening a 
week for 6 to 8 weeks run by the Centre. 
Women of all ages talking about living and 
loving. 


There is an ongoing program run by the 
Centre and the Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 
from the Aids Network on Sunday evenings 
at 7 PM. It is open to all gay men to drop 
in when they can to talk about living and 
loving inthe 90’s. Also there isa workshop 
called “Coming out in the 90’s” starting on 
September 24 


Our library has had a lot of attention over 
the last year and is much better organized 
and usable than it used to be. Anyone can 
drop in and use our library. Donations of 
current magazines and books are always 
needed. We will also be developing a 
library of videos and CD’s soon. 


#4 5579 47 STREET 
RED DEER, AB. 
T4N 15] 


POWER HOUR 
10 P.M. 11 P.M 
FRI. & SAT. 


We will be restarting our Wednesday 
Movie Nights in September. The videos 
willall have queer community themes or 
subjects and there will be counselors on 
hand from either the Centre or GMOC to 
discuss the videos after they are shown. 


We would also like to hear from people 
about any ideas for workshops or 
programs that we are not currently 
offering. Also we need the co-operation 
of everyone in ourcommunity to keepus 
informed about what is happening so we 
canhelpadvertise your activities. Watch 
our web page for details-http:// 
freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce/ 


A continuing struggle at the Centre is 
paying the rent. Forthose who beleive in 
the Centre but do not have the time to 
volunteerthen help us by participating in 
our Centre Renter Program and send us 
a small amount a month every month. 


The Centre is located in Suite 103, 10612- 
124th street and we are open from 7PM 
to 1OPM, Monday through Friday. Our 
phone is 488-3234 


2. Youth Group 


To most observers in our queer community, 
people are “coming out” in greater numbers 
and at younger ages. The result is an ever- 
increasing need for youth social, support 
and educational services. Energy from 


Parents and Friends of Lesbian and Gays 
and the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre has brought together people from 
all kinds of different agencies and 
interests. The plan is to form a diverse 
governing board to access, manage, and 
supervise the many resources and people 
that have expressed interest. When 
the new organization starts to offer 
services, then there will be an orderly 
transition from the Pink Triangle. Every 
effort will be made to have things by 
youth for our youth. For more information 
call the Centre at 488-3234. 


3. Pride Week 
Celebrations 
1998 


Back in June, we had a great Pride Festival 
Week. Despite the rain, we hada fabulous 
parade with tremendous participation. 
We would also like to say thank you to the 
folks at Jazzberry’s Too for supplying all 
the food free of charge when we had to 
change the picnic to an inside venue. In 
Edmonton, we have a great basis 
established in 1997 to move on to bigger 
and better celebrations of Pride in 1998. 
Any good celebration needs to be well 
planned and the sooner the better. On 
Sunday, October 5, 1997 there will be a 
meeting at the Centre, Suite 103, 10612- 
124th Street at 11 AM. The Pride 
Committee would like as many 
community groups as possible so we can 
get at the task at hand. 
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Lesbian & 
Gay 
Parenting 


By Charlotte J. Patterson 
University of Virginia 


Like families headed by heterosexual parents, 
lesbian and gay parents and their children are a 
diverse group (Martin, 1993). Unlike 
heterosexual parents and their children, however, 
lesbian and gay parents and their children are 
often subject to prejudice because of sexual 
orientation that turns judges, legislators, 
professionals, and the public against them, 
frequently resulting in negative outcomes such 
as loss of physical custody, restrictions on 
visitation, and prohibitions against adoption 
(Falk, 1989; Editors of the Harvard Law Review, 
1990). As with all socially stigmatized groups, 
the beliefs held generally in society about lesbians 
and gay men are often not based in personal 
experience, butare instead culturally transmitted 
(Herek, 1991). The purpose of this summary of 
research findings on lesbian and gay parents 
and their children is to assist psychologists and 
other professionals to evaluate widespread 
beliefs in the light of empirical data and in this 
way ameliorate the negative effects of 
unwarranted prejudice. 


As this summary will show, the results of 
existing research comparing gay and lesbian 
parents to heterosexual parents and children of 
gay or lesbian parents to children of heterosexual 
parents are quite uniform: common stereotypes 
are not supported by the data. 


Lesbian and Gay Parents 


One belief that often underlies both judicial 
decision-making in custody litigation and public 
policies governing foster care and adoption has 
been the belief that lesbians and gay men are not 
fit to be parents. In particular, courts have 
sometimes assumed that gay men and lesbians 
are mentally ill, that lesbians are less maternal 
than heterosexual women, and that lesbians’ 
and gay men’s relationships with sexual partners 
leave little time for ongoing parent-child 
interactions (Editors of the Harvard Law Review, 
1990). Results of research to date have failed to 
confirm any of these beliefs (Falk, 1989, 1994; 
Patterson, 1994b, 1995b, 1996). 


Children of Lesbian and Gay 
Parents 


In addition to judicial concerns about gay and 
lesbian parents themselves, courts have voiced 
three major kinds of fears about effects of 
lesbian or gay parents on children. 


The first general concern is that development of 
sexual identity will be impairedamong children 
of lesbian or gay parents; for instance, that 
children brought up by gay fathers or lesbian 
mothers will show disturbances in gender identity 
and/or in gender role behavior (Falk, 1989; 
Hitchens & Kirkpatrick, 1985; Kleber, Howell, 
& Tibbits-Kleber, 1986). It has also been 
suggested that children brought up by lesbian 
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mothers or gay fathers will themselves become gay o1 
lesbian (Falk, 1989; Kleber et al., 1986). 


Asecondcategory of concerns involves aspects of children’s 
personal development other than sexual identity (Falk, 
1989: Editors of the Harvard Law Review, 1990; Kleber et 
al., 1986). For example, courts have expressed fears that 
children in the custody of gay or lesbian parents will be more 
vulnerable to mental breakdown, will exhibit more adjustment 
difficulties and behavior problems, and will be less 
psychologically healthy than children growing up in homes 
with heterosexual parents. 


A third category of specific fears expressed by the courts is 
that children 
of lesbian and 
gay parents 
m a y 
experience 
difficulties in 
S$ 6-Gera- I 
relationships 
(Editors of the 
Harvard Law 
Review, 
1990; Falk, 
RS ost ae 
Hitchens & 
Kirkpatrick, 
1985). For 
example, 
judges have 
repeatedly expressed concern that children living with lesbian 
mothers may be stigmatized, teased, or otherwise traumatized 
by peers. Another common fear is that children living with 
gay or lesbian parents may be more likely to be sexually 
abused by the parent or by the parent’s friends or 
acquaintances. 


Sexual Identity sites 


Three aspects of sexual identity are considered in the 
research: gender identity concerns a person’s self- 
identification as male or female; gender-role behavior 
concerns the extent to which a person’s activities, 
occupations, and the like are regarded by the culture as 
masculine, feminine, or both; sexual orientation refers to a 
person’s choice of sexual partners—i.e., heterosexual, 
homosexual, or bisexual (Money &amp; Earhardt, 1972; 
Stein, 1993). To examine the possibility that children in the 
custody of lesbian mothers or gay fathers experience 
disruptions of sexual identity, research relevant to each of 
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these three major areas of concern is summarized 


below. 


Gender identity. In studies of children ranging in 
age from 5 to 14, results of projective testing and 
related interview procedures have revealed normal 
development of gender identity among children of 
lesbian mothers (Green, 1978; Green, Mandel, 
Hotvedt, Gray, &amp; Smith, 1986; Kirkpatrick, 
Smith, & Roy, 1981). More direct assessment 
techniques to assess gender identity have been 
used by Golombok, Spencer, and Rutter (1983) 
with the same result; all children in this study 
reported that they were happy with their gender, 
and that they had no wish to be.a member of the 
opposite sex. There was no evidence in any of the 
studies of gender identity difficulties among 
children of lesbian mothers. 


Gender-Role Behavior. A number of studies have 
examined gender-role behavior among the 
offspring of lesbian mothers. These studies reported 
that such behavior among children of lesbian 
mothers fell within typical limits forconventional 
sex roles. For instance, Kirkpatrick and her 
colleagues (1981) found no differences between 
children of lesbian versus heterosexual mothers in 
toy preferences, activities, interests, or 
occupational choices. 


Sex role behavior of children was also assessed by 
Green and his colleagues (1986). In interviews 
with the children, no differences between 56 
children of lesbian and 48 children of heterosexual 
mothers were found with respect to favorite 
television programs, favorite television characters, 
or favorite games or toys. There was some 
indication in interviews with children themselves 
that the offspring of lesbian mothers had less sex- 


typed preferences for activities at school and in ~ 


their neighborhoods than did children of 
heterosexual mothers. Consistent with this result, 
lesbian mothers were also more likely than 
heterosexual mothers to report that their daughters 
often participated in rough-and-tumble play or 
occasionally played with “masculine” toys such 
as trucks or guns; however, they reported no 
differences intheseareas for sons. Lesbian mothers 
were no more or less likely than heterosexual 
mothers to report that their children often played 
with “feminine” toys suchas dolls. In both family 
types, however, children’s sex-role behavior was 
seen as falling within normal limits. 
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Horoscopes 


nC) Aries 
i September is a yearly time 
for you to be discriminating 
Your sense of proportion may be 
slightly off while you keep yout 
head occupied with details 
Critiquing and perfecting skills are 
more pronounced for you now. Yout 
initiative and assertiveness are 
intense at this time and you could 
find yourself directing your energies 
toward self-improvement at many 
levels. Attention to health is 
warranted. 


Taurus 

Beauty combined with 

practicality appeal very 
much this month for the acquisitive 
You could find 
yourself delaying purchases and 


among you bulls 


conserving for the future when both 
At the same 
time you feel a strong urge at this 


these criteria go unmet 


time of year to express yourself in 
some way, and that usually means 
buying something that says who you 
are. Practicality in the details is 
cautioned, but for you that should be 
easy. 


Gemini 
bal § Your energy moves home in 
September, and there may be a good 


number of details to talk about on 
that front, whether it be just 
thinking about the minutia of home 
repair or the consideration of a 
move. Communications from 
siblings in the early part of the 
month could bring up family issues 
you thought had been dealt with. 
After the 10th these can easily be 
resolved. 
5 Cancer 
os New moon eclipse on the 
first puts the emphasis this month 
on communication and sharing for 
you. Any travel plans, or education 
plans would be best settled before 
the 17th. Your comfort level at 
home takes a shift the second 
weekend and you will need to 
examine some property with a view 
to whether it is truly worth keeping. 
Remember your basic beliefs are 
your property too. 
= 

Leo 

New moon eclipse on the 
first puts the emphasis this month 
on financial details for you. 
Borrowing, or purchasing on long 
terms would best be accomplished 
before the 17th. Your public sphere 
is pretty busy as the month begins, 
but you will likely find yourself 
needing more time with your 
nearest and dearest before mid 
month. Passion intensifies in the 
home environment for you. 


Virgo 

— Your energy is highly 
ee this month on critique and 
analysis. Directing this outward as 
a criticism of others will prove less 
useful for making changes in your 
world than if you use your honed 
attention to examine options for 
self-improvement. You come across 
to others often as Ms. Perfect, but 
we know you can be your own worst 
critic. Options for improvement 
and change abound now. 


+93 
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by David Michael 


eo 
Raa? Sa! Libra 
Venus in your sign as September begins, 
heightens your charm, and openness to 
others. Your more accepting and less 
argumentative now. But mid month finds 
you moving into a more \V alue sure mode 
where you're prone to counter others’ 
statements with judgements. This of 
course leads to your second favorite 
pastime, 


argument. Favorite pastime? 


Why looking in mirrors, of course. 


Sept. 12 - Kevin McGrath 
10 PM - $1.00 Cover 


Scorpio 


New friends are featured this 


month 
current ones are two very productive 


Setting new goals and assessing 
Sept 13 - Pajama Party 
9 PM 
Hosted by Niki & Sandra 


activities for you at this time. Watch fot 
opportunities to join with others in team 
efforts to build positive, idealistic 
realities. Big changes occur through the 
little details. The second half of the 
month finds you more than usually open 


to depth analysis of your inner motives 


Sept. 26 - Wendy McNeill 
7 10 PM - $1.00 Cover 
Sept 27 - Jazzberry’s open 
as usual. Ladies only dance 
at Buddy’s - Hosted by Marie 
& Dallas 
Starts at 9 PM $2.00 Cover 


Sagittarius 

Emphasis is on public life this 
month. Whether through your career, or 
some other area, your likely to stand out 
from the pack. Communications are 
likely to be stymied in some fashion. 
Much activity gets little truly done, 
your forthrightness is not as apparent as is 


and 


the norm for you. That special message 


Jim & Twiggy are taking a bus load 
setggen cas could be delayed ‘til next of men to The Other Place in Red 
month. 
in October rather than now if at all 


possible. 


- Capricorn 


{ Usually a solitary climber, you 
will find more gets done this month when 
Setting and 
achieving goals is easier for you right now 
and at least early in the month your career 
often flourishes. Idealism is high, and 
though things may be slow on the home 
front, your sensible approach to both 
career and household issues will see you 
through. Someone close may be trying to 
delude you now, but by next month things 
become clearer. Attention is on 
preparation and expansion. 


Major contracts should be signed 


Deer. Call them to sign up! 
10116 - 124 Street 


you work as part ofa team. 
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Aquarius 

Wouldn't it be nice if the world 

would just get it together and do 
what seems so obviously right to you? 
Your ability to get the message across is 
being tested this year and next, but the 
lessons you are learning will give you 
some invaluable practical skills in this 
area. As for September, You might spend 
some time cleaning your closets. You 
have more clarity now on what is really 
worth keeping and what to throw away. 
Public acclaim comes through active 
efforts now. -Hand Washing Floors 
-Vacuuming Floor & Carpet 

Areas Throughout 

General Tidving Up 
-Dusting Throughout 
-Bed making 
Cleaning Of All Appliance 
Surfaces 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
-Window Cleaning 
Cleaning Oven & Fridge 
“Spring Cleaning _ 

-Move Ins / Outs 

-Yard & Garage Clean Ups 
-Lawa Care 


Pisces 
B Partnerships are highlighted 

for September.. If there is a 
romantic other in your life, this would be 
a good time to discuss commitment. 
Relationships begun for any purpose at 
the start of this month have great lasting 
significance, and will be valuable learning 
vehicles. Your active openness to new 
experience and learning in later 
September can bring skills for honorable 
advancement in the next two months. 


ALL MUSCLE MAID EMPOYEES ARE FULLY BONDED & INSURI 


Gay Bashing Some People need to 
Government "box" everything... 
Style! | 


So how much more are you prepared to take? How much longer are you going to sit by 


classify everything.... 


and allow our tax dollars to be spent bashing us? In my humble opinion this government 
has hit an all time low, demanding a ten thousand dollar grant be returned. This is 
clearly at least Strike three in terms of reported incidents of gay bashing precipitated 
by the Klein Government 

Strike one, they said it’s OK to fire us for being gay Ask Delwin Vriend what ° 
this feels like. 1 know there are others of you that have also lost your job when yout label it. as 
employers found out you were gay. 

Strike two. They refuse to allow us to continue to foster kids. They tell us we are 
unfit foster parents just because we are gay or lesbian. Even though it is a well-known 
fact that this is not the case. Strike three. We want our money back. When the Red Deer 
Museum got a ten thousand dollar grant then MLA’s Day and Doerksen demand the 
money returned to them. The grant is being used to complete a history of gay and lesbian 
lives in and around Red Deer. They are saying to our community that we do not want Others appreciate 
you to exist, we do not want you to Validate your history. This is nothing short of Gay 
bashing. These are just the recent stories that have been made public. I am sure each 


one of us as some point has been discriminated against based solely on our sexual atmosphere's 


orientation. This is going to continue unless we each decide to do our part. 


I encourage each of you to pick up the phone or write a letter to Klein at that cater to the 


Ralph Klein 
307-Legislative Building unique. ve 
10800 97 Ave. 

Edmonton Alberta 

TSK 2B6 Phone Fax 427-1349 

Phone with your comments at 403-427-2251 

Letters to Editor of the Edmonton Journal is also a very effective way to 

share your point of view. We had a terrific response on the Ms. T issue. Also for those 
of you not aware the Supreme Court of Canada will the Delwin Vriend case on 
November 4 and 5. 1997. We are still are desperately in need of donations. It is going 
to take at least another fifty thousand dollars to cover the costs of this case that will affect 
each one of us. If you can help plea h 1eques | bl the Delwir . 


Defense Fund 


Gay & Lesbian Awareness 
P.O. Box 431, Edmonton Alberta , T5J 2T6 
If you have any questions or comments please leave a message at 488-3234 


With PRIDE 
Murray G. Billett, Gay and Lesbian Awareness, Edmonton AB. Canada 
10045-109 STREET 


DENTE 25+ RECOMMENDED 
DRESS CODE 


PH..413- DISO 


What’s Coming To Whyte Ave? 
By Niki Jacobsen 


On June 23/97 a group of 20 people came together to make YHAC (Youth Health 
Advisory Council) possible by starting a drop in center and business. The organization 
works with youth between the ages 12-25, educating them about relationships including 
lesbian and gay relationships. YHAC encourages youth to have positive control of their 
health and well being by bringing the youth together with the business community and 
adults. We are gaining work experience by volunteering at local businesses. We also 
encourage youth to submit their resumes to businesses to help keep them off the street. 

YHAC presents workshops on family violence and sexual assault. The next 
workshop is on Aug 29, 97 and deals with sexual assault. It is being held at our drop 
in center located at #203 10324-82 AVE. The family violence workshop is set for some 
in September. Watch for it in our monthly newsletter “The Ave Culture”. In addition, 
our workshops may be going to various schools 

Our newsletter is now out! Hopefully you have seen them around. They have 
information from our survey that was out in July. It asked questions about a drop in 
center: - What the youth wanted to see on Whyte Ave - If they had any ideas - How many 
people would use the drop in center - What time everyone would come - What issues were 
the most important to them. We got over 200 surveys completed and replied. So come 
down and see if your idea was used!! 

Look for our flyers, surveys, new sletters, and posters on Sept 7, 97 area 51 - 107 
Jasper Ave. Doors open at 7 PM. Bands start playing at 7:00 PM. The 3 bands are 
Shove - Nothing At All - Confront. $5.00 at the door. All ages, NO alcohol. 

Our general meeting invites you to come see what we are about and how we are 
doing. We also want to hear your ideas and comments. It will be held on Aug 28, 97 
at 6 30 PM at our drop in center (address at the beginning of the article). Refreshments 
will be provided 

The grand opening, of the Underground Y outh Drop in Centre, will be Sept 
3.97 from noon- 4:00 PM. Everyone is invited and refreshments will be available. 


Call free of charge from any 


< ; ; of the following areas: 
ng = | Edmonton (403) 413-7122 
‘pe nal 4 Calgary (403) 777-9494 


Winnipeg (204) 982-3737 
Ottawa (613) 237-5554 


a 
Toronto (416) 966-6725 
Customer Service Hotline 


413-7133 or 1-800-268-9872 


Bill to your VISA or Mastercard or 


send us payment by cheque or 
money order. Call for details. 


‘Cash Memberships available in 
Edmonton at: 

Lyon’s Empire 488-6915 
10121-124th St 

Orlando Books 432-7633 

10640 Whyte Ave (82nd St) 
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A attentior 


Edmonton Cruiseline 
members: 


Get a free issue of Canadian 
Male, Canada’s hot new erotic 


magazine for men. 


You could also win 8 free hours 
of membership time. 


Call customer service at 


413-7133 for details. 


Offer valid from September 
1st to 15th, 1997. 


JOHN VAN DER SCHILDEN 


STYUING: PAMELA HACKWELL PHOTOGRAPHY 


